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Why should I believe the Bible ? We may better put our 
query thus : Why should I give heed to the Bible ? For men 
do not — they should not and they cannot — believe the Script- 
ures as they believe the multiplication table or an axiom of 
mathematics. " Let them hear Moses and the prophets " says 
Jesus. In this language, Christ conveys to us what he would 
understand by the expression "belief in the Bible." What 
he emphasizes regarding belief in himself, he also empha- 
sizes regarding belief in the Scriptures. In both cases, by 
belief he means, trust, confidence, — such confidence that obedi- 
ence is the result. Only confidence sufficient to find its expres- 
sion in obedience is, to the mind of Christ, genuine belief. 
Why, we must therefore ask, should I have such confidence 
in the Bible that it is necessary for me to obey it in my life ? 
The trouble with the rich man had been that Vt,\^2i.diT\o\. obeyed 
Moses and the prophets ; the trouble with his five brethren 
was that they also were not obeying the Scriptures. The 
statement of Jesus, put into the mouth of Abraham, amounts 
to this : If man has not sufficient confidence in the Bible to 
obey it in his life and to show this obedience in his character, 
not even a manifestation from the world of spirits can influ- 
ence this character for good. This is a great claim to make 
for the Bible, but evidently Christ makes it. 



Why should I believe the Bible ? The question is a personal 

one ; it is necessarily such. The grounds for confidence in 

the Scriptures, as well as those for confidence in the Christ, 

are of necessity individual. They must depend largely upon 
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one's personal knowledge, personal feelings and personal 
experiences. They are not, and they cannot be, precisely 
the same for any two individuals, because the horizon of 
knowledge, feeling and experience of no two persons is the 
same. It is a fact that often man's grounds for confidence in 
the Scriptures, as their grounds for confidence in the Christ, 
are widely different. Christ recognized this necessary differ- 
ence regarding belief in himself ; without doubt he would 
have emphasized it as clearly, had occasion offered, regarding 
belief in the Scriptures. It goes without saying, therefore, 
that neither in believing in the Bible — in the sense of which 
we speak — are we simply to understand and accept some 
formulated statement of doctrine. Doctrinal statements have 
their place and importance. They may be helpful to a clear 
expression of personal conviction ; but, however thoroughly 
understood by the intellect or however cordially accepted by 
it, they do not constitute, and they cannot take the place of, 
personal confidence. This is a spontaneous, deep, abiding 
matter; this is the all-essential matter. 



Evidently this personal confidence in the Scriptures can- 
not be inherited, nor can it be infused. It cannot be a tradi- 
tional matter. Why should I believe the Bible ? Possibly 
the answer is : Because my parents did. This may be the 
best possible answer for the child to make ; but it cannot be 
a sufficient or satisfactory one for him who has passed the age 
of childhood, and reached a position of personal responsibility 
in moral and religious matters. Most emphatically should it 
be said that the fact that one's parents have believed the 
Bible can never give color of reason for doubt regarding the 
book. It must, on the contrary, naturally raise a presump- 
tion in its favor ; but it cannot go further than this. It never 
can take the place of that personal confidence which can 
come only from personal experience. For we can clearly see 
that the same reason might| be given, with equal readiness 
and sincerity, by a believer in any other sacred book, as, for 
example, the Chinese, the Hindoo, the Mohammedan script- 
ures. Such a ground of confidence is unworthy of Protestant 
Christianity, which calls emphatically to-day for " a reason 
of the hope " which is in us, for the statement of a belief 
which is our own. 
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The limitations of the knowledge which the Old Testament 
prophets had of the great events connected with the Messianic 
kingdom are recognized by the apostle Peter when he says : 
" Concerning which salvation the prophets sought and 
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you ; searching what time or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did point unto, when 
it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories 
that should follow them." They did not, they could not, com- 
prehend perfectly in advance the deepest meanings of the 
truths which they announced. They " sought and searched " 
to penetrate into their full significance, but must rest content 
with the assurance that it was not for their own sakes, but for 
the sake of those who were to live after them that they had 
been inspired to announce events whose full nature and reach 
only a long future should disclose. The apostle adds that 
even angels seek with longing desire to know the deep things 
which were the subject of the prophetic messages. 

A study of the prophets fully confirms and abundantly illus- 
trates the apostle's words. The prophet saw coming events 
in the light of his own time. He proclaimed their occurrence 
under figures drawn from the conditions then existing around 
him. His conception of the coming king and kingdom was, 
more or less, affected by the thoughts which in his time re- 
flected the ideals of Israel's glory. His message and his 
hope, high as they rise above his time, are still set forth in 
terms and forms which bear the marks of his age and associa- 
tions. 

This truth which has been so widely recognized and which 
few candid students of prophecy will fail to have perceived, 
has sometimes been thought to conflict with a just conception 
of the prophet's divine mission. It seems to have been thought 
that a prophet of God and a herald of the Messiah's kingdom 
must not have limitations in his knowledge of the meaning of 
his message. But this view really seeks to exalt the prophet 
at the expense of his great message. It is just because the 
message is so boundless in meaning and so glorious in its 
character and scope, that not even an inspired man, elevated 
far above his age in spiritual penetration, can measure its full 
significance. God's truth is too vast to find an adequate ex- 
pression even in a prophet's inspired message, too deep to find 
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a perfect comprehension in a prophet's soul. It is no dis- 
paragement of the prophet's knowledge but a tribute to the 
boundlessness of the truth he speaks, to say, with Peter, that 
he "sought and searched" to find the full nature and sweep 
of his own message. Man's mind, in its highest exaltation, 
cannot fully measure the divine thought. The apostle im- 
plies that even the intelligence of angels cannot do so. 

When the subject is rightly understood, it is evident that 
no just objection can be made to this view, either from the 
side of those who are jealous for the inspiration and dignity 
of the prophet, or from the side of those who would gladly 
avail themselves of proofs of limitations of Scripture writers 
in order to weaken their value and authority. It is not that 
the view which we have stated magnifies the prophet less, but 
that it magnifies his message more. We have but applied to 
the prophets what the most exalted souls have ever confessed 
to be true of themselves, that the human mind has not, and 
cannot have, a perfect comprehension of " the unsearchable 
riches of Christ." 



What is it that makes some assaults upon Christianity com- 
mand wide-spread interest, while others pass unnoticed ? It 
is not that people in general enjoy seeing religion attacked and 
denounced. Of course, there are those who feast upon such 
spectacles. But the real explanation lies in this fact, that 
popular attention is called to these attacks only when the 
phase of Christianity attacked or the theological doctrine 
assaulted is either imperfect in itself, or not thoroughly 
inwrought into the Christian system. The case is not differ- 
ent from that of the attacks of disease upon the human frame. 
These succeed in establishing themselves only where there is 
a weak spot. When a doctrine entirely approves itself to the 
thought of the church, or a practical method or form of life 
is quite in harmony with the religious sense of the time, then 
these oppositions of unbelievers are as harmless and as un- 
regarded as a summer breeze. But let the mind of the church 
be only partially in accord with some article of her professed 
creed, or let there be a certain nervousness abroad among 
Christian people as to the exact weight and strength which 
this or that theological statement possesses, then clever assail- 
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ants find their efforts to bring these things into question com- 
manding wide-spread interest and discussion. It is well that 
this is so. By the milder though often severe warnings of 
disease are men saved from worse things and admonished to 
keep their bodies thoroughly sound. So are we to be stirred 
up by this popular interest and questioning about what may 
be a very shallow onslaught upon our religion, to see to it 
that every part of the Christian system be in vital accord 
with the Scriptures on the one hand, and on the other, with 
the living heart and ever outreaching life of the church. 



The usefulness of a knowledge of the Talmud for Bible 
study is recognized by our contemporary The Occident, a 
Jewish journal published in Chicago, in the fact that it reprints 
from our July number the entire article on the Soteriology of 
the Talmyd and adds the comment : " The article will do 
much toward educating the masses of ministers, priests and 
Sunday School teachers outside of the Jewish church." We 
heartily agree with The Occident in believing that the "ethics 
and moral acumen " of the Talmud have not been adequately 
appreciated by non-Jews. Our estimate of its worth, how- 
ever, would probably be quite different from that placed upon 
it even by liberal Jewish writers. Its chief value does not 
seem to us to lie in its " ethics and moral acumen," although 
it contains many suggestive ideas and passages of striking 
beauty, but rather in the light which it throws upon biblical 
expressions and ideas. It is a mirror of the thought and life 
of the later Judaism. It contrasts sharply with the Bible in 
dignity, elevation and moral power. In many points of great 
religious importance it is opposed to biblical principles. 
Coincidences with biblical thought and illustrations of it, are 
also numerous. It is valuable for both reasons. The Bible 
student may be profited by tracing both the harmonies and 
the differences between the Talmud and the Bible. The 
agreements are such as to show us the reflection of biblical 
ideas in the popular thought of the Jews, and the differences 
are so fundamental as to preclude the possibility of deriving 
the biblical truths from the speculations and philosophy of 
the Jewish nation. 
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He will do a useful* service for biblical learning who will 
bring to the interpretation of the Bible the aid to be derived 
from current Jewish thought. The Bible abounds in expres- 
sions which are conformed to the ideas and life which consti- 
tuted its historical environment. A better understanding of 
those forms of thought will be a useful aid to a historically just 
interpretation. But he will go widely astray who thinks that 
in current Jewish thought he can find the springs of biblical 
truth. The divergence of talmudic speculations from 
essential ideas concerning such themes as sin, redemption and 
penalty in the Bible, is to us far more striking than those 
coincidences of form to which we have referred. The great 
characteristic truths of the Bible concerning man's guilt, 
God's grace, and the way in which God provides for the de- 
liverance of man from guilt and punishment are unique and 
are too- contrary to the natural tendencies of man's mind to 
have been a product of human reflections. The Talmud offers 
abundant proof of this statement. There salvation is by 
merit ; in the Bible it is by grace. There men make atone- 
ment for their own sins ; in the Bible God provides the only 
way. There the mercy of God is conditioned in its exercise 
upon various ceremonial and technical requirements ; in the 
Bible it awaits but humility, faith, acceptance. 

The Talmud is indeed useful, but one of its chief uses is to 
place by contrast the distinctive truths of the Bible in clearer 
light. 



With the introduction and spread of better methods of 
Bible study there arises a demand for an exegetical literature 
which shall be at once popular and faithful to sound and sci- 
entific interpretation. Our popular commentaries have been 
too largely of the class called " homiletical," that is, they have 
consisted of illustrations and applications of truth found in 
or suggested by the text. The practical commentary has 
generally consisted either of a series of observations or of a 
continuous sermon upon the book in hand. 

A new species of practical helps is demanded and is forth- 
coming; commentaries which shall be readable and intelligible 
to any student of the Enghsh Bible, and at the same time, based 
upon close and critical study of the original text, and putting 
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into the exposition the results of that study. Such books will 
interpret the text and not make reflections upon it. They 
will place before us the meaning of the Bible as determined 
by exegetical science, and not the homilies and suggestions of 
the commentator. This is the kind of popular commentaries 
which we need and the only kind. 

It is gratifying to see that this need is being met by a series 
of expository volumes which is appearing under the name of 
The Expositor's Bible. We desire to commend this series 
to the attention of our readers on account of its remarkably 
successful combination of the results of critical study with 
popular and attractive presentation. The exposition is at 
once thorough and readable. The last volume of this series 
is that on i Corinthians, by Dr. Marcus Dods. We have 
never seen a finer specimen of popular biblical exposition. 
The principles which the apostle develops and applies to 
moral questions are clearly apprehended and vividly set 
before the reader, while the whole historic situation whose 
understanding is necessary to an appreciation of the epistle, 
is sketched with much vividness and power. 

The great critical treatises will never, from the nature of 
the case, be popularly used. The so-called popular ones are 
generally dull and spiritless. We are confident that when this 
series becomes better known it will commend itself as an 
example of a real exegesis of Scripture, instructive, because it 
keeps to the meaning of the biblical writers, and interesting, 
because presented in a vivid and attractive style. Let us, in 
our Bible-study, seek helps which will give us, not merely 
reflections upon the biblical truth, but the very meaning of 
the writers. 



The mistake of taking what is incidental and temporary in 
a branch of human knowledge for something essential to its 
character was never more evidently made than in relation to 
the antagonism existing between science and religion. Un- 
fortunately, it is being perpetuated in some quarters by timid 
and short-sighted theologians. That such antagonism exists 
to-day on both sides is not denied. That science as repre- 
sented in her leading advocates is aggressively hostile to 
Christianity may be granted. But it may be positively asserted 
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that this is but a passing phase of a movement which is scarcely 
a generation old, and which the next generation will see no 
more. The modern view of nature sprang into being through 
the investigation of men who were not in sympathy with the 
theology of the day, and whom that theology at once antag- 
onized. The entire conflict is one which is external to the 
real field of each science, and which ought never to have 
arisen. As new men on both sides appear, the incidental 
opposition will be swallowed up in essential co-operation. 
The Huxley of the future and the Hodge of the coming age 
will be brethren. 



The Christian life of any age in the history of the church 
is generally characterized by some special tendency. Our 
age may be said to exhibit predominantly an aggressive, 
militant type of Christianity. It is the missionary, the evan- 
gelistic epoch. It is the period of numerical development. 
Such a period has its imminent dangers, its imperative necessi- 
ties — both rising out of its prevailing tendencies. They lie 
along the line of internal capabilities. The outward impulse 
must be sustained by an inward force. The ever increasing 
acquisitions must be received into a body capable of assimi- 
lating them to its own nature. What, then, is the problem 
before the Christianity of our day ? It is not how to con- 
quer the world without. It is how to control, how to trans- 
form, how to develop power within the church. This problem 
is solved by a larger, truer, more widely extended study of 
the Bible. What lessons has the history of social and political 
life to teach on this pouit? Preeminently this ; — the rise or fall 
of nations has been intimately related to the character and 
extent of popular education. When the mass of the people 
has been educated, and just in proportion to the thoroughness 
and high character of that education, a nation has found itself 
strong for defense and for attack, for internal development 
and for external progress. The difference between the issue 
of the conflict between France and Germany in 1807, and that 
of the war of 1870, lay primarily in this very fact — that be- 
tween these two dates, France had been far out-stripped by 
Germany in the development of popular and higher educa- 
tion. Not material resources but intellectual and moral 
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progress made the strength of the latter people over- 
whelming. 

The same must be true of the kingdom of God, the Chris- 
tian republic. Given a wide knowledge of the Scriptures, 
widely extended among the people of God, and there need be 
no fear that the dangers connected with our aggressive age 
'will come upon the church. The whole body, inspired and 
strengthened by the Word of Truth known in all its fullness, 
will send forth yet more abundant strength to conquer the 
world, as well as to transform these conquests into helpful 
elements of larger progress. Is not the study of the Bible, 
an earnest, faithful, broad, honest, scientific study of the whole 
Bible on a high plane by all the people, a preeminent necessity 
as well as a noble ideal to hold forth before the church of God 
in the present age? Should not all wise and true friends of 
the church unite for the pushing forward, by the best -means, 
of this endeavor ? And this, not only that the present may 
be more fruitful in blessings of prosperity, but also that the 
future may be delivered from burdens which we have laid 
upon them, and thus be free to realize all those marvelous 
possibilities of growth which are beginning to appear even in 
the sky of the time that now is. The duty of the hour, what 
is it, if not to concentrate energy upon popular and higher 
biblical study in the Christian church ? 



